
The Volunteer Dispatch 

A monthly volunteer newsletter from Manatee Village Historical Park 

Issue Eight, April 2021 

A Note from MVHP: 

 

Hello, everyone!  I hope this message 
finds you well! 

 

The month of March was Manatee 
Heritage Days.  Heritage Days is 
supported and organized by the 
Manatee County Clerk of Circuit Court 
& Comptroller’s Department of 
Historical Resources. 

 

Manatee Village Historical Park hosted 
several staff-led tours of the Manatee 
Burying Ground for Heritage Days.  
The visitor feedback for the tours has 
so far been positive.  A big thank you to all our cemetery cleanup and cemetery 
research volunteers!  Their contributions to the Manatee Burying Ground 
have been invaluable to Manatee Village’s cemetery programming.  

 

If you have any questions or concerns please don’t hesitate to reach out to me.  You 
can contact me directly at allyson.oleary@manateeclerk.com. 

 

Best wishes, 

Allyson O’Leary 

Education + Volunteer Coordinator 

In this issue you will find… 
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COVID Update 

Until further notice 50% of Manatee Village staff will continue to work 

from home. 

 

Manatee Village’s appointment hours have changed!  Manatee Village 

Historical Park is now open to the public by appointment Monday 

through Friday from 9:30am to 2:30pm.   

 

As always, your volunteer positions will be held for you until such a time as it is 

safe for you to return. 

   

If you have any questions or concerns please don’t hesitate to reach out to 

allyson.oleary@manateeclerk.com.  

Important Updates & Upcoming Closures 

Image: James C. Vanderipe, 

1870-1875 
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Upcoming Closures 

Friday, April 2nd through Sunday, April 4th Manatee Village Historical 

Park will be closed in observance of the Easter holiday. 

Fast Fact! 

James C. Vanderipe was an early settler 

in Manatee.  He is buried in “the 

Lonesome Grave of Manatee.” 

To learn more about James, visit The 

Historical Marker Database here. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0b4fabab28a3f58-manatee13
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0b4fabab28a3f58-manatee13
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0b4fabab28a3f58-manatee13
https://www.hmdb.org/m.asp?m=112518


Volunteer Visits: Cemetery Tour 
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Were you unable to attend the staff guided cemetery tours in March?  We would 

like to offer Manatee Village Volunteers a chance to attend a staff guided cemetery 

tour during the month of April!   

 

Tours will be guided by Allyson O’Leary and she will discuss the public health 

challenges settlers faced in the Village of Manatee.  Tours will be limited to groups 

of four during the month of April.  Volunteers may bring one guest with them 

during the scheduled tour. 

 

To schedule your guided tour of the Manatee Burying Ground please 

contact Allyson O’Leary directly at allyson.oleary@manateeclerk.com  

Fun Finds From Rachel  
 

 

For those of you who don’t know her, Rachel DesRosier is the Events & Marketing 

Coordinator for Manatee Village Historical Park.  She’s always on the hunt for 

interesting stories and fun facts to share with our visitors and followers on social 

media. 

 

This month, Rachel found an article she thought all of you might enjoy.  Have you 

ever found a headstone in your backyard?  A woman in Utah did! 

 

Check out the article here. 

Image Courtesy of CNN 

https://www.cnn.com/2021/03/10/us/salt-lake-tombstone-found-trnd/index.html

